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REPORT NO.

In June 19483, the North Korean government set up a national office gﬂ
the Tan Nok {Tantalum){ /& ﬁ% )} lfine,# under the Maistry of Indust
at;

The office engaged in a}'plo ion of tantalum in the seccnd district, lHaksa- -
ri (127-26, 30-15), Xurlwa-myon (127-23, 30-10), Kumhwa County, Yangwon. 'he
mining metheds used wers to djnminm qu'mt‘. from the mamlta..ns and then crush
the quartz roch: in order to extract the particles of tantalum from the broken
surfaces. According tc a technician ongaged in the work, the tantalum was
very fine, and 500 workers could extract only two or three matchboxes fullsw
in a 15-=day period.

The entire outpul of the mine was carvied by the nanager of the mining

oifice in person to the ofiice of the linistry of Industry in Pyoagyang.

The tantalur was reported to be valued at several hundred thousand North
Korean won per kilogram. The miners believed that their entire production
was exported to the USSR,

In May 1950, in response %o a directive from the Ministry of Industry, the
mine suddenly suspended its operations on tantalum. It conbtinued to Le
called the Tantalunm Line, wul the office expleined to the mine workers that
it would now exploit beryllium,saf-% whisch was :impcr*tant for the manuifacturs
of atomic bombs, J.Lmr.g oparabions were initiated ip the mounbtaincus areas
cf Kaem,;a-ri ( Af Zt 3, Vionnam-myon (‘527-JJ, 38-18), Kumhwa uounuy‘ Tanoi=

jL s Sangso-wmyon (1?7-38 30-12), H®wachon County; and Chadung-ni
(127- 5% 30-08), So-myon {127-25, 30-09}, Kurlva County. The quaantities of
beryllium at these sites and in other portions of Kangwon Province is con-
sidered inexhaustible,

t each of these sites, about three times as many werkers were esployed as )
had heen engaged in tantalum exploitation. ZLocal North Korean Labor Tarty
cells drafted the pcorer Lfarmers forcidbly to work in the mines. AL Tamok-ii
there were about 15,000 workers daily, over a thousand at Chadung-ni, and
over 5,000 at Kaemja-ri. Approximately £ifty administrative personnel wera
attached to each mine,

5. The method of extracting berylliwm was similar to that used for tantaluns
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the nmountain sides were dnanited and the chunks of rock thue dislodced wore
collected. In this case, hovever, no breaking up of chunis was m:iertalmns
but the roclis as they amnearcd aftor clmam.tm* were collected and placed in
straw bags. All sroduction vas shipped to Prongyang ualld, and worisrs wers
therefors unable to form an estimgte of the anoun‘o of nmatorial actua 1y handied.
Zhe berylliun was valued ab 900 Worth Korean won ner kilosrmn

1d a fied vaze plus
2 was 1500 7 x'bh Lorean

uzte quantities of

6. In order to raise »roduction, work nrs at ihe mines were
bonus for overtime and for larce output. The average w.
won¥i per nonth, ma in adcition vorkers were given adog
rice and other necescitics for living.

7. Cperation of the beryllium cines conbinued unlnterru ted oven Jy G alr madde.
Jorkers were forcibly rwbilized for the mincs afber the air rolds com.enced,
and production : tot;yed only when the Ull forces were about to capture the srea.

Je  Exploitabion of menaszile deposits wes carried on in Soutl Pyengan Crovince in

Tzedong ‘o*mt;r (aA *vrom.‘mwl“ “ZSn!LL, 29=11) and on thrz Sunan River (20011,

37«-.1.2), in {Wwanghae srovince in finchon uomty {apmroxin LeTw22, 20=25,

Anwic Counby {azproxinat-ly 125-26, 30~33), Changyon uuvﬂ? i ¢

125-17, 30-—07), Ioncresio (12&.@";{ 30=11), vonghwa G ' )

125-12, 3u-—l&.) s And Uliyul uC‘U.slu,[ fapproxinately 12510, 3020 ), and in Horih

Prongan Frovince in Cholsan Jounty ( a:»pz"ox:.mwl'r 12h-ho, 39-a5 )y Uigu ('_l%m-,v. s

h()«lc.,, Tasade (124-», 3"-—)1;, Hansi {1251, 390~53), :ufz'::. \l_u,;w(.u, 35=507,

Fangrve {4.20-{36 Lo=5i3) s Yongbyon County (ap: vromnaiml 145»»& L0=03) .JO‘ij:ln',‘"

san (126-13, 3/-,)v), Taechon County (approxinately Ii_ES«w‘,;J 394 23, ard Unsan

Courty (apprexinately 125452, Lo-06). The most productive resion was Cholsan

County, but supplies of "Kmamtc gand are said to be iroxhaus L;bl,c on almosh

all rivers in Yorth Korea.

LT .
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9. Thie method of e'-‘)h_oitation wes Lor all farners and laborers, male and female,
in a given area to De mobilized at a selectoed sifec en o zumr ang vorl: the
sand in the area. 'hxef: aotbods of handling tore used: sifting the dry sand
through rouch sioves; pouring webt sand through cloth so ithatb uhe wabor c.raiﬁﬂc
out and the san? ranained; and using nobtors for waber cleaning. The rnosb
commonly essloyad method was the fLirst. In ad.di"oion to the nobilized labor,
porsontel fyrop lorth Korean labor Party £ro and social and olitical orpganie
zations ratheved in various Jocalities and worked over monacite cand,wess
For examle, a eut;n ated mumber of the people of Sunon would asserble Jdai 11y
am’ WOTK La il bhey had accurulotod a seb gquantily of nmonuszita, 58 .ham

arties 'mx Lhe rogular explel "tﬂ' on c-omd.zmr:d from sarly 1oLy uniil the end

a,, Auruqt )u, when the work was stopped Locause of UY air raids,

1¢s  The generzl headguarters ror monaszite exploitation was %he lining Control
Dureau o:'. ‘u‘le Jindstry of Indusbry, in Swigyoeri, Dyow - It was forasd
in 1949 as a diroed 1w, nsibility of LI L}h’d&:&, Lhen [Haister of Industry.
The nuu;)cw of l borers and the amounl of sroducticn um o AT'8 Qe
known bacause ol bae general ooarticipstion in monsgite i
producihs were packed in stras or hemp u(zg,m of L0 kiloprans =
sorted bo the USSH, some by plane (,1I‘u1 Pyongyang}y some by shiy
and Chonjin. It wao esbimated that ul_vvroJ_xrntcu‘,r 9 ,GOO,{}O{% I:A.fa:'
ronazite were stipsed to the USSR during 1“1.9 and 1950. A ar
hnlwvod to havs b macie with the LS.;& at the end of 1943 tr 5

Xoreans would cc,uw@ anis Ht what rate ol compensabion was uomo

return for the ronazite. LI: Ch'aex, vho was one of tho orth Lorean na *?'ff
which concluded the agreoment in loseow, returned to Ijyomyg eng i sarly ZIH!:),

[

and 400 Sovieb banks arrived Jram the U‘“»P at the end of Pebruary. icse were
formed inbo the 105 Tank Troop ab fansa-ri, Pyongyang.
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ment on all communitics.

to one U,5, dollar.
MR
ve monazite production _vogfran invelved
eravle groups and was strongly urged by the lorth Horean govern-
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FHe -Con“ten'&: A kwan is 3.7 kilograms.
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